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REVIVING AND REENACTING SECTION 6 OF THE FLOOD 
CONTROL ACT, APPROVED DECEMBER 22, 1944 


Marcu 25 (legislative day, Marcu 24, 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McC.e.uan, from the Committee on Public Works, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany 8. 2521) 


The Committee on Public Works, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 2521) to revive and reenact section 6 of the act entitled “An act 
authorizing the construction of certain public works on rivers and 
harbors for flood control, and for other purposes,”’ approved December 
22, 1944, having considered the same, report favorably thereon without 
amendment and recommend that the bill do pass. 

The bill would revive legislation concerning the disposal of surplus 
water from dams constructed by the Corps of Engineers which was 
contained in section 6 of the Flood Control Act of 1944, and which was 
subsequently repealed in Public Law 247, Eighty-second Congress. 
Public Law 247 was an act providing for the amendment or repeal of 
certain Government property laws, many of which had outlived their 
usefulness, or were found to be unnecessary for other reasons. When 
the material for that act was being compiled, section 6 of the 1944 
Flood Control Act was included therein apparently upon the under- 
standing that it dealt with a matter of surplus property of the Corps 
of Engineers. When the bill was considered by Congress, the Corps 
of Engineers raised objections to the repeal of section 6 but through 
inadvertence those objections did not reach Congress at that time. 

Subsequently, information has come to the attention of Congress 
pointing out that section 6 is not a matter of surplus property of the 
Corps of Engineers since the Corps of Engineers has no title to the 
surplus water which may be impounded by these dams. Section 6 
was carefully developed by Congress in 1944 in order to provide a 
means of permitting the disposal of surplus water for domestic and 
industrial uses with the specific limitation that no contracts for such 
water shall adversely affect then existing lawful uses of water. This 
language met with the approval of groups in the West where water 





2 REVIVE AND REENACT SECTION 6 OF FLOOD CONTROL ACT 


rights and the conservation and use of water is of the greatest impor- 
tance. All of those who are interested in this matter have requested 
prompt restoration of the original legislation. 

The Department of the Army have indicated they have no objection 
to the provisions of the bill. 

In compliance with subsection (4) of rule X XIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, change in existing law proposed to be repealed 
is enclosed in black brackets as follows: 

[(59) Section 6 of the Act of December 22, 1944 (58 Stat. 890; 33 U. 8. C. 
708).] 

Section 6 of the Flood Control Act, approved December 22, 1944, 
to be revived and reenacted is as follows: 


Sec. 6. That the Secretary of War is authorized to make contracts with States, 
municipalities, private concerns, or individuals, at such prices and on such terms 
as he may deem reasonable, for domestic and industrial uses for surplus water 
that may be available at any reservoir under the control of the War Department: 
Provided, That no contracts for such water shall adversely affect then existing 
lawful uses of such water. All moneys received from such contracts shall be 
deposited in the Treasury of the United States as miscellaneous receipts. 
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